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good to these blind worshippers and must do violence to devotees
who cannot possibly tolerate the idea of their idols being insulted.
There is ample excuse for people worshipping heroes of the re-
mote past in the form of idols, but it offends one's sense of pro-
priety to be called upon to offer incense to living persons in the
manner said to have been done somewhere in the Madras Presi-
dency. If we are making for real manifestation of the demo-
cratic spirit, there is no room for such blind or excessive hero-
worship. I would urge every Congress worker, therefore, when-
ever he sees such blind worship to discountenance it and by every
legitimate means to wean people from it.
AN IDLE THREAT
It seems to be the special good fortune of Shrimati Sarojini
Naidu1 to be threatened with prosecution or at least to have her
statements contradicted. It will be remembered that her char-
ges about the official misdeeds during the Martial Law period
were repudiated by Mr. Montagu. She took up the challenge
and quoted chapter and verse from the Congress inquiry report.
If she was wrong it was the Congress Commissioners who misled
her. She was able to prove that the India Office did not even
know the full contents of the report.
This time the Madras Government has actually threatened
prosecution. I wish they would make good their threat. India will
then have the rare chance of listening to the statement of an unde-
fended poetess 'of India. Only there will be such a rush for hearing
the poetic non-co-operator in the courts that the trial will have
to be either in an open maidan (not a bad thing) or inside prison
walls. There is no hall large enough in all India that would hold
the eager crowd that would want to have a glimpse of the bulbul2
in a British cage.
Well, she has lost no time in repeating her charges. Chival-
rous Keshava Menon and many others have come forward to sup-
port her statement. Mr. Prakasam has published the portrait of
[the] boy whose arms were cruelly cut off. She has invited the
Government to prosecute her or to tender an unqualified apology
or before so doing to appoint an impartial commission of non-
officials to investigate her charges. India awaits the reply of the
gallant Madras Government. It surprises me that Lord Willingdon
should have omitted the courtesy of privately writing to Mrs. Naidu
1  1879-1949; poet, patriot, Congress leader and a close associate of Gandhiji
2 Sarojini Naidu was popularly knows as "the Nightingale of India".